What do you know about your Septic Tank System?

Do you know where it’s located?  Do you know the capacity of the system?  The answers could be very important if your system experiences a problem.  Some of the newer homes here in Wolf Laurel, may have the septic tanks clearly marked; however, the older homes may encounter quite a challenge locating the tanks.

The septic tank and drain field are designed and installed to handle a maximum calculated daily sewage flow.  Consistently exceeding the design flow will eventually overload the system and cause failure.  The tank may receive new solids faster than it can dispose of the old ones and the drain field may become saturated from excessive water use.  Maintenance of a septic tank will depend largely on the daily sewage flow and individual household wastewater.  With ordinary use and care, a septic tank should not require pumping out more than once every three to five years.  It should, however, be inspected occasionally to determine the depth of accumulated sludge and grease.  Waste from kitchen sinks and garbage disposal units, puts an extra load on a septic tank system.  Failure to pump out a septic tank system when indicated will result in solids or greases overflowing into the drain field, which in turn may become clogged and stop functioning.
There are things to be aware of to help prevent the failure of your septic system.  The drain field can be damaged by compaction due to vehicle traffic and can be blocked by excessive shrubbery or tree root growth.  The drain field should be unobstructed and seeded with grass.  Grass and sunlight aid evaporation.  Washing machines are responsible for large volumes of water entering the septic tank.  Space your washings throughout the week rather than doing many loads at a time.  The surge of wash water can create turbulence in the tank which increases the amount of solids flushed into the drain field.  Some homeowners install a separate system just for the washing machine.
Cooking oils and grease are trouble makers.  The type of bacteria found in septic tanks and drain fields do not survive or function well in solidified grease.  Grease and cooking fats should never be washed down the sink drain.  And never pour industry chemicals, paints or any type of toxic material into the system.  There are various products on the market which are said to start, accelerate or improve the action in the septic tank.  Since septic tanks contain bacteria that grow best in oxygen-poor conditions, some say adding additional products are not necessary.  With some caution, care and attention, your system should service you well.    

