PROTECTING OUR WILD BIRDS 

by Nancy Landry

We heard the loud bang and very soon found its source; a male Rose-Breasted Grosbeak had hit our window and lay dying on the deck below.  Its beauty was breathtaking with its jet black head and back, white belly and large splash of rose red for a bib.  I promised myself then that I would find a way to stop this too frequent occurrence at our home here in Wolf Laurel Resort and now want to share the information I found with my fellow readers.

Recent evidence shows that collisions with glass may be a major source of avian mortality that's widely overlooked. Experts believe at least 100 million birds die each year in collisions with buildings and skyscrapers in the U.S. and Canada alone.  Birds see trees, sky or desirable vegetation in the reflections in your window and fly into it.  They also cannot detect the glass barrier and will try to fly through to a second window on the opposite side of your house with severe injury or death resulting. 

What we can do:

Decrease the reflectivity of our windows: 

Pull down shades or close curtains: white curtains or blinds can make it difficult for birds to see their reflections, the reflection of sky and woods, or a tunnel effect of a second window on the opposite side of the house.

Put screens in windows to make them less reflective . 

Consider soaping or spraying fake Christmas snow on problem windows. 

Break up the reflections by hanging something or placing decorative window films; use 1” wide tape or ribbon to create vertical stripes every four inches.  Hang unwanted CDs, garden whirligigs or wind chimes in front of windows. A temporary measure is to hang newspaper pages on troublesome windows until a more desirable product can be found. 

Create a physical barrier: 

Build a net frame to act as a barricade by mounting fine-mesh netting (available at garden centers or hardware stores) in a rigid frame, using shelf brackets to hold the frame a couple of inches away from the window.  Screen all windows if possible. 

Discontinue feeding until autumn: 

Birds may be more aggressive than normal because they are defending an artificially rich source of food (your feeder). If you cut off that supply, you will decrease the incentive to be near your home and will encourage birds to expand their territory away from your windows. In spring, natural sources of food are abundant, so supplemental feeding is not necessary.

Move feeders and birdbaths to a different or farther location from windows.

Available Products:

Window Alert - Static cling decals that  pick up ultraviolet light that is highly visible to birds but virtually invisible to humans.  Easily applied and removable. Also flash tape & “Scare Eyes” for hanging.  www.absolutebirdcontrol.com or 949-472-4369

Feather guard - Loose feathers spell danger and death to birds so they will steer clear of them.  The site claims this product is a proven deterrent to birds hitting your windows. www.featherguard.com  or 800-269-0521

Bird barriers - Made of black fiberglass netting on frames projected out several inches so most birds bounce off unharmed, the site claims.   www.birdscreen.com  or 717-445-9609

Reference Sites:

 www.birds.cornell.edu
 www.audubon.org/educate/expert/window.html
 www.wildbirds.com/protect_windows.htm
