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“Rub-a-dub-dub, three men in a tub …” is an old nursery rhyme, but I am certain you don’t want them to be repairmen! 

Every once in awhile, there comes along an article that reminds us of something we probably knew in years past but have just forgotten.  The following appliance maintenance information, along with some interesting facts and figures, falls into that category:   

Left unattended, a burst washing-machine hose can spill hundreds of gallons of water an hour. Likewise, a dryer can erupt in flames if lint builds up inside the machine or its ducts. The U.S. Fire Administration (USFA) released a report this year that sited 12,700 clothes dryer fires in residential buildings between the years 2002-2004, responsible for an estimated 15 deaths, 300 injuries, and $88 million in property loss each year.

Preventing such tragedies is as easy as replacing a washer's old rubber hoses; ideally with steel-jacketed ones that can't split open. Also, discard the dryer's flimsy and flammable vinyl duct and put a metal one in its place. Then get in the habit of checking hoses and cleaning ducts every six months or so. Hoses should be replaced every five years; tag them with the date you installed them so you won't forget.  Also consider installing rodent guards over dryer vents leading to the outside, and plugging openings around the vent hole.
In addition to the above, consider installing detection devices wherever there is a possibility of a water leak.  These systems sense a leak from a toilet, refrigerator, dish washer, water tank, etc., and send a signal to a device placed in the water line.  A ball valve will automatically close the water line and limit the amount of water damage.  Depending on the number of sensors, such a system will cost around $500.  Audio alarms are also available.
