Disaster Planning and Recovery

By Jerry Young

Unfortunate natural events have and will occur again at Wolf Laurel.  Hurricanes, ice storms, snow storms, earthquakes, rock or mud slides, flooding in low lying areas, road destructions from whatever causes, etc. could cause lengthy outages of power or water services.  These events could also severely limit the ability of emergency services to reach you or your home in Wolf Laurel.  LRP has been working on a disaster planning and recovery program that addresses preparation, enduring or evacuating, and the aftermath, including cleanup and emergency repairs for Wolf Laurel.

Since the 9/11 tragedy, the US Government has set up Homeland Security and reorganized the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  FEMA has established a universal way for everyone personally, as a neighborhood, community, emergency medical services, sheriff’s office, police department, fire department, city, or state to handle disasters and/or large emergency situations with a structure form that can easily integrate with any responding agencies to help your community or neighborhood. Congress passed a Federal law that allowed FEMA to make available this format that would be mandatory for all agencies and private neighborhoods or communities as well as cities and states to follow. If you go to the FEMA site, and look for the free courses called National Incident Management System (NIMS), especially the 100 and 200 courses, you will see the format for everyone to follow. This includes communities like Wolf Laurel.

LRP is in the process of providing each Board with recommendations on how to comply with procedures set forth by the NIMS.  The FEMA organizational plan will provide a center for home and property owners to contact, or to be contacted. Should we need outside assistance, we then contact FEMA, who takes precedence over any other agency. They provide help with anything needed, from helicopter evacuation or supplies distribution, to bringing in heavy equipment to clear roads or people to help with emergency repairs.

We will be asking for your cooperation in setting up databases to be used exclusively for disaster emergencies, and will not be used or distributed except for this purpose. There will be forms available for those that will be staying, forms for those that are evacuating, emergency repair forms the Architectural Review Board (ARB) will have, permanent repair ARB forms that will expedite repairs, forms that let the Command Post know if you are staying in place and how many in your home, forms for those leaving and wish to authorize the Incident Command Post to move trees out of drives or off roads, off houses, and the ability to make emergency repairs such as tarps over holes in a roof or boarding up of windows that get broken and leave phone numbers and Email addresses , where Wolf Laurel Command Center can contact you 24/7 should problems arise.

All of these instructions in detail will unfold over a period of time and should be fully operational later next year. Property owners at Wolf Laurel will be kept informed as we move forward.  Additional information will be made available at the Annual meeting, in future Top of the Bald articles and on our website.  Your cooperation and assistance with these programs as they are implemented would be appreciated. Volunteers, or those that would be willing to volunteer during a crisis, may contact the LRP committee members. 

