Automated Gate Entry System

By John Beneke
At its May meeting, the Wolf Laurel Road Maintenance and Security board approved the funds to proceed with the installation of an Automated Gate Entry System at the main gate of Wolf Laurel Resort.  The board felt that the installation of the system would improve security, efficiency, control, and accountability.  In addition, the system should assist with the collection of road and security fees, as it will make it easier for “paid up” property owners to enter Wolf Laurel.  The system has been ordered and should be installed and operational within the next several weeks.  The implementation process will begin immediately after installation.  During the transition period, those with either current RED decals or BAR CODE decals will have access without having to stop and sign in. Those with expired decals, i.e. GREEN, PURPLE, BLUE, etc., will be required to stop at the gate and sign in. The transition will continue until March 31, 2009, which is the date that 2009 assessments are due.  Additional details on the implementation and how you can go about getting your barcode decal will be published in a letter to each property owner, which will also be distributed at the gate and available on the Road & Security website http://www.wolflaurelrms.com/ in the near future.   

Those property owners who have paid their fees for 2008 should complete an application for barcode decals and either stop by the R & S office to get your barcode decals or mail in your application to the R & S Office at 63 Village Lane, Mars Hill, NC 28754.  Once R & S has verified that your account is current, you will be issued the barcode decals.  We ask that you limit the number of decals requested to property owners only.  When you have received your decal and placed it on your vehicle, you will be able to use the right hand Residents Only entrance lane at the gate.  Passing the barcode reader on the right side of the right lane will activate the gate. Only vehicles with an authorized barcode decal will activate the gate. Others will need to use the left hand lane with the barrier manually operated by the guard.

Once the transition period has ended on March 31, 2009, only property owners who have paid their annual fees and have an authorized barcode label will be able to use the right hand entrance lane.  Even if you have a barcode label but have not paid your fees, your decal will be deactivated until your fees are paid.  Unpaid fees will result in your having to stop at the gate and sign in each time you pass through the gate.

Future plans call for issuing bar code decals to other groups such as, contractors and their regular employees, vendors and others who are authorized to be in Wolf Laurel

Automated Gate Entry systems have been installed in numerous communities throughout the country and have resulted in the benefits that have been mentioned.

It should also be noted that the guards at the gatehouse maintain a manual card file that owners can use to designate friends and family members who can always be granted access with a temporary pass. By so designating these individuals, no authorization call is necessary (if the folks will tell the guard that they are “on file”). For other visitors, such as contractors, delivery personnel, and infrequent guests, an advance call to the gatehouse (689-2111) will ensure expeditious entry.

