MINUTES OF THE WOLF LAUREL GARDEN CLUB 

JUNE 8, 2009

The Wolf Laurel Garden Club held its first meeting for 2009 on June 8, 2009 at the Ebbs Chapel Auditorium at 10:00.  Officers in attendance were Jessica McGee, Kay Anselmo and Richard Hansen and Milton Ready, Advisor.  

Kay Anselmo, reporting for Peggy Hobson, that we ended 2008 with approximately $65.00 and we received a donation of $100.  For 2009, we have received $1500.00 from WLPOA and we will be receiving $1000 from Roads & Security (R&S) for the Steep Slope Project.  However, if we do not use all of the funding, it will be returned to (R&S). 

OLD BUSNINESS: 


Nature Trail – With 8 volunteers & $100 bulbs were planted which bloomed from mid-Feb until April, which residents and many visitors enjoyed.


Bird Houses – The children of the Wolf Laurel Camp painted birdhouses that were placed along the Nature Trail and the Wolf Laurel and Big Bald mailbox kiosks.  These houses are more for decorations but if birds build nests in them – that is wonderful!


Bulletin Boards – They were installed at all but the Village mailbox kiosk.  At this time there is no way to provide a board that is weather resistant without a lot of expense.  Any suggestions, please notify a board member. 


Last summer, our first project was the Wolf Laurel/spring Valley Mailbox Kiosk planting and repair of the structure itself.  Seasonal decorating and cleaning of the beds has continued with new spring plantings thanks to the Readys.

NEW BUSINESS:
MEMBERSHIP-According to the Club’s By-laws, we are to address membership dues.  As President, I do not feel that it would benefit our club to ask our members to give money.  I would much rather see our members give their time if possible.  If that is not possible, then contribute a flat of plants, a shrub or a tree.  This can be arranged by calling Jenkins Nursery.  
A motion was made from the floor for members to donate their time, talent or make a donation to the Wolf Laurel Garden Club.  This was seconded and unanimously approved by all present.

If asked to sell plants at the Hospice market, the members present voted unanimously to be a part of this program.

R&S Wolf Laurel Rd Bed Plantings:  The Club has already assisted R&S with the bed plantings after making the selections of plants.  This has resulted in R&S saving approximately $3000 this year.  The beds are now being changed from annuals to flowering shrubs and perennials with a few annuals.

Steep Slope Plantings – Watch the Top of the Bald for more information on this project.  The Club will be working with R&S to give you information on how to plant for steep slopes at your home.  You will be able to see the sites for yourself.

Members present voted on having two (2) work days and one hands-on (learning seminar) per month during the summer.  We will explore a covered dish at the end of the season to 

celebrate our successes!

Kay Anselmo announced that she will chair the fundraiser – a garden party at Jim Linknauger’ home on August 20 and asked for volunteers.  If you are interested in helping Kay as a volunteer, please give Kay a call.  

Projects:

Big Bald Mailbox Kiosk

Hampton Gap Mailbox Kiosk

The Village Mailbox Kiosk

The Preserve Pavilion

McKinney Gap Area – need some suggested area from our residents on McKinney Gap

Steep Slope Plantings in conjunction with R&S

Plus maintaining the current beds

We need everyone who enjoys the beauty of the mountain to help us.

Richard Hansen introduced the “bird people” who are here with their nets studying predator birds.  (I apologize I did not get their names).  Please contact Richard for more detail.  

Brenda Daniels delighted us all with two beautiful arrangements made using both artificial and real flowers.  Brenda made it look so easy and simple and just beautiful.  If you were not there, you missed something special.  Photos are available on the website.  

The plant swap was a success – can’t wait to hear how plants did at the end of the summer.

And after our meeting, Jenkins Nursery brought plants for sale and offered 10% of everything sold as a donation to the Garden Club. In addition, anyone who attended the meeting that came to the Nursery on the 8th and purchased something, 10% of the sale was given to the Club. We are very appreciative of Jenkins Nursery for their support of the Garden Club.  Thank you Yvonda Jenkins.   

Submitted by:

Jessica McGee

President 

